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	Epsom & Ewell F.C.

v

Croydon F.C. / Guildford City
Sunday, 21st & Tuesday, 23rd August 2011

	Good afternoon! You will note that because of the proximity of the two matches we face, the club had no alternative but to issue a double programme for our matches with Croydon and Guildford City. Of course the latter game may not even be played, as it is dependent on both clubs having avoided Cup replays! 

So, for this afternoon’s F.A.Cup (sponsored by Budweiser) fixture, we welcome the players, officials and supporters of Croydon F.C., today's officials, and our own regular supporters to Moatside, and just in case we are playing Guildford on Tuesday evening, we welcome them as well! 

Our two opponents have made contrasting starts to the season. Croydon have lost all three of their League matches, while Guildford have won all of theirs, and deservedly sit at the top of the table with 12 points.

Our last match here ended in a 2-2 draw against Windsor. We led 2-0 in this match so you could say it was disappointing to take just a draw from that position, but the visitors were well worth a point and it was a good test of our character to hold on in the last twenty-five minutes, during which time we actually created the better chances to go ahead again. 

Then on Tuesday we made our first visit to Farnham since January 1992, where on a poor pitch with a game full of errors it was fair to say that both teams deserved nil!

Following the matches against Croydon and maybe Guildford we are at home again next Saturday when Mole Valley SCR are the visitors. We then face an 11.30 kick off at Raynes Park Vale on the Bank Holiday Monday. 

All that remains to be said is that if the scores are level after 90 minutes of the F.A.Cup tie there will be a replay at the Croydon Arena on Wednesday evening. 

Enjoy the game! 

Richard



	Cover photo this week by Gemma Jarman

Dave Francis smashes the ball past the Windsor keeper 

to open the scoring last weekend.


	Cherry Red Records Combined Counties League

Premier Division Table

	including Weds 17th August
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	GD

	Guildford City
	4
	4
	0
	0
	16
	5
	12
	+11

	Badshot Lea
	4
	3
	0
	1
	12
	5
	9
	+7

	Hanworth Villa
	4
	3
	0
	1
	9
	3
	9
	+6

	Horley Town
	4
	3
	0
	1
	11
	6
	9
	+5

	Epsom & Ewell
	4
	2
	2
	0
	7
	4
	8
	+3

	Ash United
	4
	2
	1
	1
	8
	5
	7
	+3

	Egham Town 
	4
	2
	1
	1
	10
	9
	7
	+1

	Molesey
	3
	2
	0
	1
	8
	4
	6
	+4

	Camberley Town
	3
	2
	0
	1
	9
	7
	6
	+2

	Sandhurst Town
	3
	2
	0
	1
	6
	4
	6
	+2

	Chessington & Hook Utd
	3
	2
	0
	1
	5
	6
	6
	-1

	Dorking
	4
	2
	0
	2
	5
	7
	6
	-2

	Wembley
	2
	1
	1
	0
	6
	3
	4
	+3

	Raynes Park Vale
	3
	1
	0
	2
	5
	8
	3
	-3

	Colliers Wood United
	4
	1
	0
	3
	9
	13
	3
	-4

	Windsor
	2
	0
	2
	0
	3
	3
	2
	0

	Farnham Town
	3
	0
	2
	1
	4
	5
	2
	-1

	South Park
	4
	0
	2
	2
	2
	6
	2
	-4

	Cove
	4
	0
	1
	3
	3
	9
	1
	-6

	Croydon 
	3
	0
	0
	3
	2
	10
	0
	-8

	Mole Valley SCR
	4
	0
	0
	4
	7
	16
	0
	-9

	Banstead Athletic
	3
	0
	0
	3
	2
	11
	0
	-9

	Lucky Day? – 21st August

	Played 12 - Won 5 Drawn 3 Lost 4 - F24 A19 - PPG 1.50 - Average

	Club record against Croydon

	Played 26 - Won 8 Drawn 6 Lost 12 - F 34 A 47 - PPG 1.15 - Below Average

	Croydon’s last visit

	8th February 2010 - Won 3-2 - Combined Counties League

	Lucky Day? – 23rd August

	Played 17 - Won 5 Drawn 7 Lost 5 - F32 A29 - PPG 1.29 - Below Average

	Club record against Guildford City

	Played 9 - Won 5 Drawn 0 Lost 4 - F 12 A 12 - PPG 1.67 - Above Average

	Guildford City’s last visit

	14th September 2010 - Lost 1-5 - Combined Counties League


	Supporters Player of the Match

	Each week one of our players will win a bonus by being named as the Supporters Player of the Match. One was not announced for the opening win at Cove, but the other winners so far were as follows:



	09/08/11
	H
	Colliers Wood United
	CCL
	3-1
	 Chris Woodward

	13/08/11
	H
	Windsor
	CCL
	2-2
	Dave Francis

	16/08/11
	A
	Farnham Town
	CCL
	0-0
	Alex Rodrigues

	21/08/11
	H
	Croydon
	FAC
	
	

	23/08/11
	H
	Guildford City
	CCL
	
	

	


	First Eleven Appearances  -  (max 4)

	Name
	Debut
	2011/12
	Career Totals

	
	
	App
	Sub
	Total
	Goals
	App
	Sub
	Total
	Goals

	AYLING Nathan
	15/11/08
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	7
	8
	0

	BURNS Robbie
	14/08/07
	4
	0
	4
	0
	155
	4
	159
	91

	COLES Dan
	06/08/11
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	FRANCIS Dave
	06/08/11
	4
	0
	4
	2
	4
	0
	4
	2

	HAYWARD Ben
	07/03/07
	1
	3
	4
	0
	165
	17
	182
	9

	JARMAN Mark
	08/08/09
	4
	0
	4
	2
	36
	17
	53
	19

	JONES Adrian
	06/08/11
	4
	0
	4
	0
	4
	0
	4
	0

	McGREGOR Alex
	08/08/09
	4
	0
	4
	0
	66
	26
	92
	7

	MOON James
	16/08/11
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	MYERS Antony
	23/12/06
	2
	0
	2
	0
	25
	1
	26
	3

	ORDUNO Inaki
	06/08/11
	3
	0
	3
	1
	3
	0
	3
	1

	PANAYI Anthony
	14/11/10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	21
	0
	21
	1

	RICHARDS Ayden
	09/08/11
	0
	3
	3
	0
	0
	3
	3
	0

	RODRIGUES Alex
	05/04/07
	4
	0
	4
	0
	216
	0
	216
	2

	SMITH Matt
	08/08/09
	0
	2
	2
	0
	54
	22
	76
	2

	SUMMERS Jamie
	06/08/11
	4
	0
	4
	0
	4
	0
	4
	0

	WALSH Sonny
	16/08/11
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0

	WEBBER Richard
	31/01/09
	1
	2
	3
	0
	48
	9
	57
	2

	WEST Paul
	17/08/10
	4
	0
	4
	1
	29
	7
	36
	2

	WOODWARD Chris
	06/08/11
	3
	0
	3
	1
	3
	0
	3
	1


	Results and Fixtures

	Combined Counties League – Saturday 13th August

	Banstead Athletic
	1-3
	Molesey

	Camberley Town
	3-1
	Raynes Park Vale

	Chessington & Hook United
	2-1
	Badshot Lea

	Croydon
	0-2
	Sandhurst Town

	Dorking
	3-2
	Farnham Town

	Egham Town
	4-2
	Mole Valley SCR

	Epsom & Ewell
	2-2
	Windsor

	Guildford City
	2-1
	Hanworth Villa

	Horley Town
	0-1
	Ash United

	South Park
	1-1
	Cove

	Wembley
	4-1
	Colliers Wood United

	Combined Counties League – Monday 15th August

	Windsor
	ABAN
	Camberley Town

	Abandoned 26 minutes due to floodlight failure with Windsor leading 1-0

	Combined Counties League – Tuesday 16th August

	Ash United
	3-0
	Dorking

	Badshot Lea
	3-1
	Egham Town

	Cove
	1-4
	Guildford City

	Farnham Town
	0-0
	Epsom & Ewell

	Hanworth Villa
	1-0
	South Park

	Mole Valley SCR
	2-3
	Chessington & Hook United

	Raynes Park Vale
	2-5
	Horley Town

	Sandhurst Town
	ABAN
	Banstead Athletic

	Abandoned 45 minutes due to insufficient lighting with Sandhurst Town leading 2-0

	Combined Counties League – Wednesday 17th August

	Colliers Wood United
	4-2
	Croydon

	F.A.Cup Extra-Preliminary Round – Friday 19th August

	Ascot United
	V
	Wembley

	Cobham
	V
	Badshot Lea

	F.A.Cup Extra-Preliminary Round – Saturday 20th August

	Banstead Athletic
	V
	Woodstock Sports

	Colliers Wood United
	V
	Chessington & Hook United

	Corinthian
	V
	Dorking

	Cove
	V
	AFC Portchester

	Farnham Town
	V
	Guildford City

	Greenwich Borough
	V
	Horley Town

	Hanworth Villa
	V
	Shrivenham

	Mole Valley SCR
	V
	Lordswood

	Molesey
	V
	Egham Town

	Raynes Park Vale
	V
	Hassocks

	Sandhurst Town
	V
	Thame United

	Sevenoaks Town
	V
	Ash United

	South Park
	V
	AFC Uckfield

	Three Bridges
	V
	Camberley Town

	F.A.Cup Extra-Preliminary Round – Sunday 21st August

	Epsom & Ewell
	V
	Croydon

	Combined Counties League – Tuesday 23rd August

	Provisional – all are subject to F.A. Cup replays

	Badshot Lea
	V
	Horley Town

	Egham Town
	V
	Wembley

	Epsom & Ewell
	V
	Guildford City

	Farnham Town
	V
	Camberley Town

	Molesey
	V
	Windsor

	Combined Counties League – Saturday 27th August

	Ash United
	V
	Chessington & Hook United

	Badshot Lea
	V
	Raynes Park Vale

	Camberley Town
	V
	Hanworth Villa

	Cove
	V
	Molesey

	Croydon
	V
	Windsor

	Dorking
	V
	Colliers Wood United

	Egham Town
	V
	Guildford City

	Epsom & Ewell
	V
	Mole Valley SCR

	Horley Town
	V
	Banstead Athletic

	South Park
	V
	Sandhurst Town

	Wembley
	V
	Farnham Town

	Combined Counties League – Monday 29th August

	Kick offs 11.30 provisionally – Please check with clubs

	Banstead Athletic
	V
	Croydon

	Colliers Wood United
	V
	Horley Town

	Farnham Town
	V
	Badshot Lea

	Hanworth Villa
	V
	Egham Town

	Molesey
	V
	Wembley

	Raynes Park Vale
	V
	Epsom & Ewell

	Sandhurst Town
	V
	Ash United

	Windsor
	V
	Dorking

	Combined Counties League – Tuesday 30th August

	Chessington & Hook United
	V
	Camberley Town

	Mole Valley SCR
	V
	South Park


	From behind the goal

	Epsom & Ewell 2-2 Windsor - Combined Counties League 

Saturday 13th August 2011

A competitive game on Saturday finished honours even at the Moatside as the Salts surrendered a two-goal lead to draw 2-2. Windsor came to Moatside looking for the first win of their new existence, and to our boys credit, they are still waiting.

Richard Webber replaced the injured Antony “Freddie” Myers at left back, but otherwise it was the same team that had won their opening two encounters. However, we made a slow start as the visitors spent large parts of the first twenty minutes in our half. A speculative effort after eight minutes should have been closed down but instead it bounced off the top of the bar, and three minutes later, a Windsor player was through but denied by a great stop from Adrian Jones.

In fact it was a slight surprise when we took the lead in the 25th minute, although there was no doubting the quality of the move. Inaki Orduno sent the ball over the defenders and into the path of Dave Francis. Although the angle was against a right footer, his strike from just inside the box with the outside of his foot flew past the keeper.

Eight minutes later we had extended our lead. Orduno was involved again and his left wing curling cross was met by the faintest of headers from Francis, and the ball entered the net off the far post.

It was harsh on Windsor at that point but apart from the chances I mentioned above, their possession lacked a cutting edge, with Jamie Summers and Alex Rodrigues doing a fine job with what was becoming a bit of an aerial bombardment.

Just before half time we escaped a penalty shout when a defender appeared to be climbing on an attacker in the box, but the referee, who had an erratic game, chose to ignore the Windsor appeals.

Unfortunately, in the 47th minute an identical shout won the spot kick, and the complaints were muted. The kick went low to Jones's left and the visitors were back in it, and for a while looked likely to equalise.

At the other end we began to find our feet again and Francis in particular was giving the defenders real trouble, winning a couple of corners from last-ditch challenges. Just as we looked to have weathered the storm it was 2-2. A fine reverse pass played the striker through and he slotted the ball past Jones in the 65th minute.

Windsor's experience was beginning to tell as we struggled for composure in the middle of the park. Lyndon took off Chris Woodward and Robbie Burns, and replaced them with the experience of Ben Hayward and the pace of Ayden Richards and the game became more even again. We actually created the better chances as the game concluded, as Alex McGregor's twenty-five yard free kick was tipped over and Paul West was just wide from a similar distance. 

Towards the end Matt Smith came on for Francis who had received a blow from what seemed to be quite a nasty challenge. This earned a yellow card, yet it was Epsom who finished with ten men as Mark Jarman was given a straight red card at the end of the match for "cuddling" his opponent! 

In summary, although Windsor had more of the ball, they threatened little with it, and they will have to improve significantly on and off the field before they can challenge for promotion. They may be down here for another season or two yet!




	From behind the goal

	Farnham Town 0-0 Epsom & Ewell - Combined Counties League 

Tuesday 16th August 2011

Tuesday evening’s match at Farnham will not live long in the memory as both sides produced a performance full of errors, and this coupled with a bobbly pitch and a referee either unaware or just unwilling to use the option of playing advantage ensured that the match finished goalless.

It was our first goalless draw for 16 months since a game at Chessington described as the worst game of football ever, and to be fair, this one had more effort. However, the number of chances in the opening ninety minutes were very few, with only a late flurry when both teams tried to pinch a win, making the game interesting at any point.  

Inaki Orduno and Chris Woodward were both missing from Saturday’s draw with Windsor, and Richard Webber was also unavailable. Ben Hayward came into the midfield for his first start this season, while Nathan Ayling made his first start for the club, following a handful of substitute appearances a few years back and Sonny Walsh made his debut for the club at left back.

The first half was devoid of chances. We floated a couple of balls over that just eluded Robbie Burns, and won a couple of corners, while Farnham were reduced to low crosses that went straight across the Epsom penalty area and out for goal kicks. We shaded possession but were unable to break the opposition down.

On 56 minutes Ayden Richards replaced the hard-working Francis and his pace was a concern to the home side. Soon after this James Moon another loan signing from Kingstonian came on for Alex McGregor and showed some good touches. 

Burns found some space after 64 minutes when given the ball by Richards, but his shot lacked any pace and the keeper saved the low shot easily. This was also the case six minutes later when Moon had a try after good work from Mark Jarman and Richards who also scuffed his shooting chance on 75 minutes.

As the game neared its end, both teams realised that they might be able to take all three points and the game became a little more stretched at this point. After 87 minutes Richards got through from a great Jarman cross-field pass but was a little wide and his shot went into the side netting. 

At the other end we had our biggest scare when there was a goalmouth scramble, and Alex Rodrigues blocked a shot on the line from no more than six yards. On the counter attack we nearly scored when a defender sliced his clearance a yard wide of the goal post, and from the corner we nearly took the points when Paul West got a shot in from the edge of the six-yard box but it too was blocked by a defender. 

The last real action of the match was when Burns headed just over under significant pressure that was sufficient for our players to demand a penalty from the referee, but there was more than a hint of desperation in the appeals. 

In summary Jones did not have a shot to save, while the Farnham keeper had a few routing gathers, and was certainly much busier against us when he used play for Ash!

But the warning signs are apparent. Shorn of a midfield department full of creation from last season, we are having trouble breaking teams down that are solid. Whilst this was only our first blank score this season and the result will be forgotten if we put things right against Croydon, the concerns will remain for far longer if we do not.




	On This Day   -   21st August

	There were no games this early in the season before World War Two, but it didn’t take long before the summer break started to decrease. 63 years ago today Les Gilbert scored a hat trick while Ken Minter scored the other goal in a 4-2 win over Ekco, a works team from Southend in this London League match.

35 years ago today the Blues travelled to White Hart Lane, which as every true football fan knows is actually the home of Haringey Borough. Our opening match in the top flight of the Isthmian League was a tough one but a goal from Gerry O’Rourke clinched the points for the Blues

29 years ago today we kicked off our first full campaign in the Isthmian League without Pat O’Connell at the helm. Adrian Hill would do a very good job himself, although season 1982/83 would be one of consolidation, and Boreham Wood, who had just been relegated from the Isthmian Premier nicked the points with a goal in injury time after Robin Lewis’s fine strike had looked like it would earn us a point. 

Even then we had a chance as we earned a penalty with almost the last kick of the match, but Kelvin Roots had his penalty saved. I still remember it clearly today!

21 years ago today Jeremy Boxall, brother of Epsom Legend Andy, scored the equaliser for us at home to Maidenhead United, but the visitors, inspired by former Chelsea player Paul Canoville, edged the match 2-1.

7 years ago today the Blues, or actually the yellows that day, made their first visit to Farm Place, home of Brook House. We won this game comfortably with only a very late goal for the hosts ruining our clean sheet, but we would never win there again, and soon after their promotion, Brook House changed their name to A.F.C. Hayes, and they currently compete in the Southern League.



	Date
	Day
	Competition
	
	Opponents
	F/T
	Scorers

	21-Aug-48
	Sat
	London League
	H
	Ekco
	4-2
	Gilbert (3), Minter

	21-Aug-54
	Sat
	Corinthian League
	H
	Tilbury
	5-2
	Avis (2), Canham, 

Musto (2)

	21-Aug-65
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	H
	Herne Bay
	3-3
	Wand, Cox, Monk

	21-Aug-71
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	A
	Staines Town
	1-3
	Porter

	21-Aug-76
	Sat
	Athenian League 1
	A
	Haringey Borough
	1-0
	O'Rourke

	21-Aug-79
	Tue
	Isthmian League 1
	A
	Met Police
	2-0
	Pommell (2)

	21-Aug-82
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1
	H
	Boreham Wood
	1-2
	Lewis

	21-Aug-90
	Tue
	Isthmian League 2s
	H
	Maidenhead United
	1-2
	J.Boxall

	21-Aug-93
	Sat
	Isthmian League 3
	A
	Bracknell Town
	2-3
	Meredith, N.Webb

	21-Aug-01
	Tue
	Isthmian League 3
	H
	Egham Town
	0-0
	

	21-Aug-04
	Sat
	Isthmian League 2
	A
	Brook House
	3-1
	Purvis (2), Owen

	21-Aug-10
	Sat
	Combined Counties Premier
	H
	Mole Valley SCR
	1-1
	Jarman


	On This Day   -   23rd August

	28 years ago today I recall travelling in Nigel Pond’s Ford Capri to Woking, and to say it hammered down on the way would be an understatement! We had to pull over for a while en route to Kingfield, and once there the game was farcical for the first forty-five minutes. However, the second half was full of life, and despite going behind early in that period, we fought back and deservedly won through goals from Robin Lewis and a Steve Hill penalty that was saved but scored at the second attempt.

23 years ago today a Carlton Walcott hat trick should have been enough to defeat Petersfield United, but the game finished 3-3. The “home” game was played at Walton Road, Molesey, who hosted two games for us while our floodlights were upgraded. No, I’ve no idea why we didn’t do this during the summer break either!

8 years ago today we produced a fine comeback to get a 3-3 draw on our second appearance at Tooting’s new Imperial Fields ground. However, the performance was a promising, but false dawn and we went down that season.



	Date
	Day
	Competition
	
	Opponents
	F/T
	Scorers

	23-Aug-47
	Sat
	London 

League Cup 1
	H
	R.N.Depot
	2-3
	Quinn, Chitty

	23-Aug-52
	Sat
	Corinthian League
	H
	Slough Town
	2-1
	Lee, Goddard

	23-Aug-58
	Sat
	Corinthian League
	A
	Slough Town
	1-4
	Hermitage

	23-Aug-61
	Wed
	Corinthian League
	A
	Erith & Belvedere
	2-2
	Punter, Sheehan

	23-Aug-66
	Tue
	Athenian League 2
	A
	Horsham
	2-4
	McNaught (2)

	23-Aug-69
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	A
	Harrow Borough
	1-1
	Farrington

	23-Aug-75
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	A
	Harefield United
	3-0
	Algar (pen), Tuite, Eales

	23-Aug-80
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1
	A
	Hertford Town
	4-1
	Tuite, Hunn (pen), D.Walker, Peck

	23-Aug-83
	Tue
	Isthmian League 1
	A
	Woking
	2-1
	Hill, Lewis

	23-Aug-86
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1
	A
	Boreham Wood
	0-1
	

	23-Aug-88
	Tue
	Isthmian League 2s
	H
	Petersfield United
	3-3
	Walcott (3)

	23-Aug-94
	Tue
	Isthmian League Cup Pr
	H
	Hornchurch
	0-0
	

	23-Aug-95
	Wed
	Isthmian League Cup Pr
	H
	Barton Rovers
	2-3
	T.Smith, Morris (pen)

	23-Aug-97
	Sat
	Isthmian League 3
	H
	Camberley Town
	1-1
	Nimmo

	23-Aug-03
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1s
	A
	Tooting & Mitcham Utd
	3-3
	Huckle, Channon, Hatton

	23-Aug-05
	Tue
	Assoc Members Trophy Group
	A
	Camberley Town
	3-0
	Gay (2), Ktorou

	23-Aug-08
	Sat
	Combined Counties Premier
	H
	Cobham
	1-1
	Burns


	This Week in History

	80 years ago next week Epsom Town opened up with a 6-0 friendly win over Godalming. However, these matches were classed as official games back then, as clubs were only allowed one or maybe two trial matches before their season started.

Five players made their debuts this day, and two would go on to have plenty of success with the club. Tommy “Tot” Winship was a County Durham native, built like the proverbial outhouse and he would make 171 appearances for the club, while Tommy Dunne came from South Wales and would become the only player to gain an adult Amateur International cap (for Wales) whilst with our club and was with us for six seasons, separated by one at Wimbledon, making 166 appearances and scoring 84 goals in that time. Not bad for a right-winger, but he was the best right-winger to ever play for the club.

60 years ago this week it was another decent right winger Tommy Wright who would score the opening goal of the season and earn two Corinthian League points at Tilbury’s expense.

50 years ago this week Epsom & Ewell played their second League fixture of the season. Bizarrely they were both against Erith & Belvedere! We had lost 5-3 at West Street on the Saturday, so this was an impressive result with goals from Jim Punter and Jim Sheehan, but seriously, who was arranging those fixtures!

30 years ago this week Steve Hill rescued a point with a late equaliser at home to Maidenhead United. We’ll cover the roller-coaster season that was 1981/82 in more detail later this season.



	Date
	Day
	Competition
	
	Opponents
	F/T
	Scorers

	    80 years ago 
	

	29-Aug-31
	Sat
	Friendly
	H
	Godalming
	6-0
	Jones (2), Winship, Dunne, Graham, o.g.

	   60 years ago
	

	18-Aug-51
	Sat
	Corinthian League
	H
	Tilbury
	1-0
	Wright

	   50 years ago
	

	23-Aug-61
	Wed
	Corinthian League
	A
	Erith & Belvedere
	2-2
	Punter, Sheehan

	   40 years ago
	

	21-Aug-71
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	A
	Staines Town
	1-3
	Porter

	   30 years ago
	

	22-Aug-81
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1
	H
	Maidenhead United
	1-1
	Hill

	   20 years ago
	

	24-Aug-91
	Sat
	Isthmian League 3
	H
	Hornchurch
	2-0
	Strong, Hadingham

	   10 years ago
	

	21-Aug-01
	Tue
	Isthmian League 3
	H
	Egham Town
	0-0
	


	Where’s Rodders??

	Cast your mind back to the 1st December 2007 when the Blues were defeated 3-2 at Cobham F.C. A long time ago, wasn’t it?

Incredibly, this was the last time our Captain Alex Rodrigues missed a match! 

His pursuit of Dick Wilson’s club record of 214 consecutive games, set back in the thirties has been well documented in these pages previously, but just as soon as the record came within reach he will miss the next couple of matches away on holiday.

[image: image1.jpg]


Had he remained ever present, he would have passed the record early in the New Year, but that run has now ended at 188, which is the second longest in club history, ahead of Tommy Tuite’s 166.
But what a run! Alex was an ever-present for three straight seasons, a feat only matched by Tuite and Wilson (who achieved exactly five), and is testament to his fitness and his loyalty to the club in an age where many players come and go at a rapid rate.

As I said to Rodders the other day, I was told that when a run ends, you just have to start another one! 

Just for the record, the current consecutive matches record now passes to Ben Hayward who currently sits on eight!




	Epsom & E!

	For those of you who were not aware, my son Nathan visited the ground last Saturday for his first game since he was a few months old. Much of the game passed him by as you would expect for a three year old, but when we got home we were looking at the teletext fixtures and pointed out that we were on there, listed as Epsom & E.

I asked him as a sort of memory test, what the missing “ E ” stood for, and without hesitation, he replied “ Error ”!!

So I stopped his pocket money. Harsh but fair (



	Did you Know?

	On Wednesday 17th August twenty years ago, we wore Blue and White hoops for the first time. Our Manager Adrian Hill thought that it would make our young side appear bigger. Whether this worked or not, I have no idea, but twenty years on, they are very much part of the furniture around here, and I’ve grown to like them. I think! 




	Matches against Croydon from another era!
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I produced this article a couple of years ago, but thought it was worth another airing, just in case you didn’t see it last time!

Both of our clubs had ancestors that represented their respective towns, even though there was no connection to the current clubs in either case. 

We were founded in 1918, but we were effectively the fifth incarnation of an Epsom club. Croydon’s history prior to 1953 is equally complex, but I am going to concentrate on the early days. For our part, and separate to our incarnations, Ewell F.C. were a very successful team that only survived for fifteen years from 1890-1905, but are linked to our club because they played their entire existence at West Street.

Ewell F.C. had twelve matches against the big team of the Croydon area in their day, West Croydon, between the years of 1895-1902. They played at Dennett Road from at least 1887 until 1900 before moving to Brigstock Road. This ground has been covered by housing for over a century, so it is hard to tell from my records exactly where they played, although I am aware that the players changed at the Wellington Pub in Sumner Road which was close by, presumably on the corner of Wellington Road! Apparently people could watch the matches at Dennett Road for free by standing in Carlton’s Field, but those people were referred to as “deadheads”.

They affiliated to the Surrey F.A. in 1890, as did Ewell. Ewell became a Senior status club following their win of the Surrey Junior Cup in 1894 and their first ever Senior match was due to be against West Croydon. However, only the Reserve team was sent to West Street and were duly battered 10-0. 

As it transpired, the two teams would meet later that season in the Surrey Senior Cup Semi-Final. In those days, Semi-Finals were held at neutral venues, a tradition that would continue until the sixties, and for reasons best known to the Surrey F.A. they chose to play this game at the “totally neutral” venue of the Croydon Rugby Club in Whitehorse Road! 

On the 9th March 1895, a hugely partisan crowd watched their charges defeat Ewell by five goals to two. The only consolation being that the gate money raised £14, two shillings and sixpence. This hints at a gate of around 700. It didn’t work to West Croydon’s advantage though as they were crushed 6-0 by Weybridge at Woodbridge Road, Guildford in the Final.

Ewell won two friendlies in their next meetings, although the result of the first on 16th November 1895 was debatable, due to the manner of the only goal of the game. The West Croydon player took a goal kick on a windy day, only for the ball to be blown back over his head and into the net! 

The second on 1st February 1896 was more clear-cut. Ewell had two former Full International players in their side since their formation, Arthur and Percy Walters. They played many times for England and also for the prominent sides of the day like Old Carthusians (Arthur was a member of the team that won the first Amateur Cup in 1894) and Corinthians. Their own history alone deserves another chapter, but this day Arthur, normally a full back, played up front and scored all three goals that afternoon.

West Croydon would gain their revenge in the biggest match ever played between the sides, the Surrey Charity Shield Final, held on 2nd April at Pixham Lane, the ground of Dorking F.C. at the time. One of Ewell’s famous players Barry Porter, whose father John was the most successful horse trainer of the Victorian age, opened the scoring and Ewell led at half time, but the heavier West Croydon side fought back to win the Shield 3-1.

On the 21st January 1899 Ewell gained a measure of revenge by defeating West Croydon 6-1 in the Surrey Senior Cup Quarter-Final, on their way to reaching the Final for the only time in their history, losing 2-0 to Weybridge at Dinton Road, Kingston. 

In November of 1899 West Croydon’s new stand was damaged in a gale. They were also to lose their ground at Dennett Road shortly, and would start the new season of 1900/01 at Brigstock Road, after taking over the ground of the other local Senior side Croydon Park, who had played there for four years. They were also Surrey Senior cup holders by this time, having won the trophy for the second and final time in 1900 (previously 1896). 

By now though Ewell were a team in decline due partly to the continuing Boer War, and also an aging side. They would meet twice more in important fixtures in 1902 when Ewell were again defeated in the Surrey Senior Cup, twice, as it turned out. West Croydon won the first tie 3-2 but played an ineligible player and a replay was ordered, which also went the way of the visitors by two goals to one.

For the 1903/04 season West Croydon became Croydon F.C. and on 16th January 1904, they defeated Ewell again in the Surrey Senior Cup by four clear goals, after Ewell failed to show two weeks earlier, claiming frosty conditions. The following season Croydon joined the Mid-Surrey League that Ewell had been in for a couple of years. However, Ewell were on their way out and wouldn’t finish the season. They were even defeated in the Surrey Senior Cup by Croydon Wanderers that year. 

Ewell’s last ever match took place at Brigstock Road in the Mid-Surrey League by 11-0. It was an unsurprising result, as Ewell had only turned up with seven players. For Croydon the end was not far away either, as they chose to remain Amateurs following the famous “split” of 1907 and lost most of their support to new local rivals North Croydon, folding soon after.



	2nd XI Fixtures - 2011/12

	All HOME games to be played at Grand Drive, home of Raynes Park Vale F.C.

	1
	22/08/11
	Mon
	MOLESEY
	SL
	
	

	2
	27/08/11
	Sat
	Thamesmead Town
	SL
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	To be drawn
	SLC
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SL - Suburban League                       SLC - Suburban League Cup


	Reserves Notebook

	Our Reserves finally kick off their Suburban League season tomorrow at Raynes Park Vale with a visit from Molesey.

They have had an impressive pre-season and since my last notes they have defeated Colliers Wood United in a friendly at Wibbandune on Friday 12th August, which is even more impressive when you realise that they will be playing in a division above our boys this season.

On Monday 15th they entertained Wearside Rangers in a friendly but came unstuck by a goal to nil. However I am informed that there was a lot of substitutions in the match which may have provided a partial excuse. Also, the only shot our keeper had to save in the match was the disputed penalty that Wearside scored from.

We hope to have regular reports from our Manager Les Smithers throughout the season. Why not go along and see how they get on? 




	Youth Team Fixtures 2011/12

	All HOME games to be played at Grand Drive, home of Raynes Park Vale F.C.

	1
	25/08/11
	Thur
	Colliers Wood United
	SYL
	
	

	2
	19/10/11
	Wed
	Guildford City
	SYLC2
	
	

	3
	
	
	Crawley Down / Cobham
	SYLC3
	
	If we qualify

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SYL - Southern Youth League                 FAYC - F.A.Youth Cup  

	 SYLC - Southern Youth League Cup          SMFC - Surrey Midweek Floodlit Cup


	Alan Carter’s Quiz Time! 
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Al’s 9 at half time – Quiz 3  

For those of you looking for something to do whilst you sip your half time “cuppa” and wait for the action to resume why not have a go at my 9 at half time quiz? 

Even if you don’t know the answers at least you’ll end up with a juicy tit bit to tell your mates down the pub.

1. Which of these players never captained England's senior team: Peter Beardsley, Paul Ince, David Seaman, Bobby Charlton or Gordon Banks? 

2. Who was the first £100,000 (or above) football transfer?

3. Name 4 teams out of the 92 in England (Premiership, Championship and Divisions 1-2), who start with the same letter that they end with? 

4. Current ITV chief executive Adam Crozier made three appearances for the first team of which current Combined Counties League side in February 1992? 

5. In 1933 Epsom and Ewell (as Epsom Town) reached the 1st round proper of the FA Cup for the one and only time. Who beat them 4-2 on 25 November 1933? 

6. Who failed a drugs test during the 1994 World Cup? 

7. Robbie Burns was Epsom and Ewell's top scorer in season 2009/10. How many goals did he score in all competitions? 

8. Two team's home grounds are called St. James Park, Newcastle United and who else?

9. Who headed Wimbledon's winning goal in the 1988 FA Cup Final? (see picture left)
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                                                                    Answers on page 29 – I got 6 – Ed!




This page for appearances spreadsheet (centre pages)
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	Player Sponsorship
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Shirts (£25.00)
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Shorts (£12.00)
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Socks (£8.00)



	
	The cost is shown by each item, 

or you can sponsor a player for £40.00. 

Just speak to any Committee Member.

	Nathan Ayling
	

	Robbie Burns
	

	Dan Coles
	

	Aaron France
	

	Dave Francis
	

	Dre Grobler
	

	Ben Hayward
	

	Mark Jarman
	Up and Out Lifts Ltd

	Adrian Jones
	

	Alex McGregor
	John Bonner

	James Moon
	

	Antony “Freddie” Myers
	

	Inaki Orduno
	

	Anthony Panayi
	The Boys behind the goal

	Ayden Richards
	

	Alex Rodrigues
	Pete Beddoe

	Matt Smith
	

	Jamie Summers
	

	Sonny Walsh
	

	Richard Webber
	

	Paul West
	

	Chris Woodward
	

	
	

	
	

	Lyndon Buckwell
	

	Tony Coombe
	

	Glynn Mandeville
	

	Ken Jones
	

	Tony Knight
	


	This Season’s Match Sponsors

	Fixture
	Date
	Match Sponsor
	Ball Sponsor

	Colliers Wood United
	09/08/11
	Epsom & Ewell F.C. 

Management Committee

	Windsor
	13/08/11
	Richard Lambert
	

	Croydon
	21/08/11
	Joe Hagen P.G.A. Golf Pro – 07973 264151
	

	Guildford City
	23/08/11
	Steve Dyke
	

	Mole Valley SCR
	27/08/11
	Tony Jeffcoate
	

	Horley Town
	24/09/11
	
	

	Molesey
	01/10/11
	
	

	Hanworth Villa
	08/10/11
	
	

	Badshot Lea
	29/10/11
	
	

	

	For League Matches:

Match sponsorship is available for £35.00.

Match ball sponsorship is available for £20.00.

For Cup Matches:

Match sponsorship is available for £45.00.

Match ball sponsorship is available for £25.00.

Match sponsorship includes admission, programmes, advertising 

and hospitality for two.

Match ball sponsorship includes admission, programme, advertising 

and hospitality for one.

Interested?     Speak to a Committee Member now!



	Our match sponsor v Croydon

	Joe Hagan PGA

Author and teaching professional.

Joe offers teaching programmes at Hersham Golf Club in Surrey tailor made to suit beginners, intermediate and advanced golfers.

He is the author of the instructional book 'Nail it', which has attracted a global following due to it's simple and very logical approach. It has helped thousands of golfers learn the game more easily and naturally.

For more details visit his website:  www.3skillsgolf.com or phone Hersham Golf Club on Hersham GC 01932 267666. Alternatively his mobile is 07973 264151.



	Alan Carter

	Ordinarily I try to focus on The Salts in my programme column. Failing that my attention normally turns to non-league football or the professional game. However, with it being summer (just), I’d like to focus on my other sporting passion: cricket. In particular the England cricket team, who have gone from being the worst Test team in 1999 to the top-ranked team in 2011. 
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England’s elevation to the top of the Test rankings came thanks to our destruction of the former No 1, India. At time of writing England lead the Indians three-nil with one Test match still to play yet they have already replaced India as the World No 1. So, how exactly did England become the best Test team in the world?

Without doubt one of the main reasons for our success was the decision to introduce central contracts in 2000. Central contracts mean that a player is contracted to the England side and only available to play county cricket when the national team allows. Before the introduction of central contracts most players asked to make the step up from county cricket to the international stage struggled hopelessly and were soon ruthlessly discarded.  What central contracts did was allow the England team to earmark talent and shape and nurture it away from the county system. Let’s not forget that it took a very long time for Andrew “Freddie” Flintoff, one England’s greatest all-rounders, to become the feared warrior he eventually turned into. There is no doubt in my mind that being centrally contracted to the England team was vital to Freddie’s development as the England team stuck with him because they believed in him. 

Central contracts brought about continuity of selection allowing the selectors to give certain players a fair crack of the whip. When I first became interested in cricket in the mid 1990’s, obviously talented players like Mark Ramprakash and Graham Hick were always in and out of the side due to their form. Now, under the central contract system they would probably get two or three series to make their mark, which helps them settle into the side. No player in any sport is going to perform well if they are worried that they will be out of the team the following day if they fail.  

Just look at Stuart Broad. Going into this summer’s all-important series with India his place was being questioned by the media. However, he is a great example of where the selectors had the strength of their conviction. Captain Andrew Strauss stuck by him and Broady rewarded him with terrific batting and bowling displays, including a game changing hat trick in the 2nd test against India. 

Strong leadership has also been vital in England’s progression to the top of the Test rankings. It all started in 1999 when Nasser Hussain became England Captain. Many still question his tactical skills but there is no doubt that he was a brilliant motivator of what was the worst Test team in the world at the time. Nasser gave everybody a kick up the backside. There was no doubt that he was the “guv’nor”. He was tough and ruthless and dovetailed well with the more pragmatic head coach Duncan Fletcher. 

Now maybe I love Nasser because I was a Wimbledon FC fan as he basically turned England into the cricketing version of the “crazy gang”. Nasser’s England were focused, determined and loved to get into the face of the big boys. Let’s not forget that it was

 Nasser who got the best out of fast bowler Andy Caddick who up until then had been the most frustratingly inconsistent performer

Then in 2003 Michael Vaughan took over the reigns. He was just as dedicated as Nasser but was slightly more “iron fist in a velvet glove”. He gave more finesse and dare I say it “class” to the England Captaincy. To be fair he also benefitted from a better pool of players than Nasser thanks largely to the then established central contract system. This improvement in the player pool culminated in 2005 when we beat Australia and regained the Ashes for the 1st time in 18 years – my all-time favourite cricketing memory. 

Nowadays the England team is a very well organised, well-drilled outfit and current Captain Andrew Strauss has very high expectations. There is no doubt that his goal was to achieve the No 1 Test ranking and now he wants to keep us there. 

In fairness we have to be realistic that as good as this current England team is there has been a significant decline in some of the other Test playing nations. Given India's woeful performances in the current series, it almost beggars belief that they arrived in England ranked the world's pre-eminent Test team. Although, it should be remembered that they were without their most potent attacking weapon, seamer Zaheer Khan, who limped out of the first Test at Lord's and has not played since.
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Now that we have reached the top of the Test rankings, for the first time in our history, there has been much discussion as to how good this current England team is. In terms of bona fide greats, maybe there have been better England Test XI’s. But, unlike Vaughan’s Ashes regaining side of 2005, the 2011 vintage contains no real weak links. In my opinion it could well become England's greatest of all time. I certainly think we’ll be at the top of the Test rankings for some considerable time. The only team who can topple us is South Africa who tour England next summer. Bring it on!




	Every Opponent A-Z

	Over the years we have played many, many different opponents. Exactly how many is a difficult question, as it all depends on your definition. Are Camberley & Yorktown different to Camberley Town, or are Epsom Town different to Epsom F.C. or Epsom & Ewell F.C.?

In my analysis I have classed them as the same team, and will work through them all from A to Z. Some we have played many times, whilst others maybe just once or twice. Enjoy!

[image: image12.jpg]



Deal Town: - Played 1- W0 D0 L1 - F0 A3 - Points per Game - 0.00
The Charles Sports Ground is a venue we have only visited on one occasion, although when League re-organisation at Step Five occurs in a season or two, I have a strange feeling that we may become League opponents.

We travelled there for an F.A.Cup Preliminary Round match in August of 1992 and were thumped unceremoniously by three clear goals, even if it was our team that finished with ten men due to a sending off for Richard Strong. The ground used to possess an extremely unusual wooden stand that started very narrowly, widened out in the middle and narrowed down again at the far end, literally to no more than four feet deep!

Unfortunately that structure has been replaced now but when the club won the F.A.Vase in the last Final held at the old Wembley Stadium in 2000 they had to do something with the money, I suppose! They remain now, as then, in the Kent League.

Devas Institute: - Played 7- W5 D1 L1 - F24 A9 - Points per Game - 2.29 - Fantastic
Devas Institute were an amateur team formed effectively from a Boys Club that still exists today as Devas Youth Club. They were based in the Battersea area, and we met them a few times in Amateur Cup and Surrey Senior Cup battles during the forties and fifties. They graduated to Surrey Senior League level where they remained from 1946, never finishing higher than fourth in a strong division, and never really having relegation troubles until they finished next to bottom in 1959, and the wooden spoon the following season was their final action in senior football. We lost 4-1 at home in our first ever match in the Surrey Senior Cup, but apart from one Amateur Cup draw when we won the replay, we had comfortable wins, culminating in a 10-1 win in October of 1956 when Johnny Bangs scored five.

Dorking: - Played 67- W33 D10 L24 - F145 A116 

Points per Game - 1.63 - Above Average
I have covered Dorking in various articles over the seasons, but it is well documented that our first ever Senior match was at Horton Hospital Grounds in 1924 when Dorking handed an Epsom side minus many of its regulars a 3-1 defeat.

We met on six further occasions in the Surrey Senior League until our promotion in 1927, and won five of them, only slipping up once to a last minute goal at Horton on a day so wet that even the reporter stayed in the pavilion some fifty yards from the action!

We defeated them in an FA Cup tie in 1929 by four goals to two, but Dorking were going through tough times as a result of the imminent loss of their ground at Pixham Lane and their subsequent departure from Pippbrook, which led to their dissolution in 1936, being replaced in the Surrey Senior League by a new side Ewell and Stoneleigh. When people say they are the second oldest club inn Surrey, they should think again, as they did not restart competitively until 1946/47 after playing occasional friendlies in 1945/46 back at Pixham Lane, where they remained for a few years.

In the early fifties they moved once again to an old council rubbish tip, just off Mill Lane, and better known these days as Meadowbank. We made our first visit there for an F.A.Cup replay in September 1953, winning 1-0 in front of 1,500 after having shared two goals at West Street. We defeated them in the Cup for three straight years with wins in 1954/55 and 1955/56 despite being Surrey Senior League Champions in both seasons before the club joined the Corinthian League for 1956/57.

The step up was huge and we had a good team that year, defeating them 9-0 at West Street on Boxing Day 1956 and 4-0 at Meadowbank in April 1957. We did the double over them again in 1957/58 before they defeated us 5-1 at Meadowbank in the Surrey Senior Cup in December 1958. 1959/60 was a great season for Epsom and we became the first club to advertise on television with an advert on ITV on Saturday lunchtime advising the game against Dorking that afternoon. Unfortunately, they won 4-0!

1961/62’s League battles produced 17 goals as we won 6-4 at Meadowbank but succumbed 3-4 at West Street, and results were fairly even until the stakes were raised in 1964/65. Both clubs faced relegation and Epsom thought they had escaped with a 4-2 win at Hertford on the final day. However Dorking protested that Epsom had played an ineligible player Maurice Griffiths and the League upheld the complaint, deducted us points and fined us over £5. The deduction ensured our club’s first ever relegation, despite having beaten Dorking 5-0 and 3-0 that season.

We met in occasional cups after that point with a significant 3-1 win in the Southern Combination Cup which we would go on to win in that season, 1979/80, but we didn’t meet in League action again until 1987/88 when Matt Elliott put us ahead but we drew 1-1 at West Street, losing the return, and losing twice the next year as Dorking stormed to the title by sixteen clear points.


We met in the Southern Combination Cup Final in 1993 just days after leaving West Street where Dorking edged us out 1-0 with a late goal, but it was back to League battles in the Isthmian Division Three for 1997/98 and apart from a two season break when we went up in 2002, and a one season break when we left the Ryman League before them, we have met at least twice a season ever since. Last season we recorded our first home win over them for ten years, but haven’t recorded a League double over them since that season. Maybe this year eh?




	Croydon F.C - History

	Croydon Amateurs FC was founded on 17th April 1953 to provide senior amateur football in the then County Borough at the newly built Croydon Sports Arena in South Norwood.  Whilst the idea for a senior club carrying the town's name had been mooted prior to the war, nothing had become of the suggestion and the catalyst proved to be the laying of the running track and the need for the football pitch to be used.

The Club's Founder Chairman was Jack Milsted and he retained the position until retiring in 1990.  At the time of its inception, the club had nothing but goodwill and its initial funding was by way of public donations.  The Surrey Senior League was specially extended to enable the fledgling club to have somewhere to compete and ten years were spent in that competition.  The official ground opening was against Pegasus, the F.A. Amateur Cup holders, and during that maiden season, the Club reached both the County League Cup and Charity Cup finals, playing against Dorking in both games.  Dorking won the League Cup, but the Charity Cup was shared in front of a record 1600 crowd at the Arena.  During the next nine seasons, the Club won both League and Charity Cups, and also finished runners-up in the League on a number of occasions, but they were unable to win the Championship.

1963-64 saw the Club elected to the Spartan League where they were destined to spend just a single season.  But what a season it turned out to be!  They won their first League Championship, winning 29 of their 34 League fixtures, and scoring 134 goals in the process.  The original clubhouse was also erected during this campaign, having been obtained from a local building site and rebuilt at the Arena.

Amateur football was undergoing changes during this period and the opportunity came for further advancement at the end of that campaign to the Athenian League.  Within two seasons, the Second Division Championship had been won and promotion gained to the First Division where four seasons were spent.  Unfortunately, the momentum that had sustained the clubs since its formation was lost, and relegation back to Division Two came in 1969-70.

Summer 1970 saw the installation of floodlights and the arrival of South London bookmaker Jimmy Rose as team manager which proved to be a watershed in the Club's fortunes.  Two successive promotions saw the Amateurs rise to the Athenian League Premier Division but at the end of the 1971-72 campaign, Rose announced that he would be taking over as team manager of Dulwich Hamlet.  Inevitably, a season of struggle ensued in the Premier Division, with the majority of the previous season's first team departing to either Dulwich or Tooting.

With the impending end of amateur status, the club dropped its suffix during the summer of 1973 - it was only due to a Surrey Intermediate League side having the title Croydon FC back in 1953 that it had to be added in the first place.  The end of October 1973 and with the club in the nether regions of the reorganised Athenian League First Division - the Isthmians had introduced a second division that year - Ted Shepherd took over as manager, introduced a much more professional attitude and thus began one of the most successful periods in the Club's history

After struggling early in the first two months of the season, Croydon revived and finished sixth, ending it by being elected to the Isthmian League Second Division.  Founder Secretary George Burrows decided to call it a day at this point being replaced by former first team captain Jim Overall. Their maiden season at the higher level started poorly, but the team gradually evolved and results picked up, culminating in an appearance in the inaugural Isthmian League Cup Final.  However, at this stage, it was restricted to Second Division clubs - Tilbury winning the two legged final. 1975-76 proved to be a history making season as the Club went the whole season undefeated in the League.  Forty-two games and yet Tilbury pipped them for the championship.  It was only the second time in the Isthmian League's history that this had happened - Ilford were the other club back in 1906-07 and they only had to play ten games in their season.

Thirteen years were spent in the top flight of the Isthmian League - renamed the Premier Division after one season - and whilst not gaining any league honours, the Club competed in a number of County Cup Finals.  The Club won the Surrey Senior Cup for the only time in their history in 1981-82 beating Sutton United 2-0 in the final.  Prior to that success, Croydon had lost to Tooting in the 1976-77 Surrey final, and to Barking in the 1979-80 London Senior Cup Final

The F.A. Cup run which culminated in two second round matches against Millwall in 1979-80 brought the club national recognition, as did, to a lesser extent, two appearances in the second round (last 32) of the F.A. Trophy in the early eighties.  The profits from the F.A. Cup run were ploughed back into refurbishing the clubhouse, but this was razed to the ground in a fire believed to be arson for which the culprits were never caught.

The departure of Ted Shepherd came during a period when the team appeared to have lost its way and he was succeeded by Barry Webb for the 1984-85 campaign and then Adrian Hill (1985-87) who took the club to its highest ever League position - fourth in the Premier Division - in his first season in charge.

It was at this time that things took a turn for the worse!  Like many football clubs, money - or rather the lack of it - was the root of the problem and seven seasons of struggle ensued.

During this period, the local authority decided to redevelop the Arena, replacing the eight lane cinder track with a larger, tartan track - unfortunately, this meant that the pitch was further away from the stand thereby further decreasing the match day atmosphere.  It also meant a large number of home fixtures being played away from the Arena with the corresponding loss in revenue.

Founder Chairman Milsted, together with two of the Club's other elder statesmen, Alf Haylock (who had also been involved since 1953) and Club President, Charles Waters retired in 1990, and the years that followed under new management culminated in the Club's name being dragged through the gutter and becoming synonymous with all that was bad.

There was little stability either on or off the field. The nadir was 1993-94 when broken promises concerning money saw the early season team walk out.  Joe Fascione took over as manager and produced a team who performed for nothing but fought hard.  Again, the mismanagement of the Club caused these players to walk out in frustration.  In stepped local Scottish businessman, Ken Jarvie at the eleventh hour with the players of his Thornton Heath League side, Phoenix Sun, who stepped up nine levels of football to keep the Club's name alive.  Not surprisingly, some very heavy defeats followed and another place was gained in the annals of the Isthmian League, this time for the most goals conceded. Most important of all though, these players allowed the Club to survive a traumatic season, and the tremendous spirit and enthusiasm they showed in adversity also made its mark, as the club was able to re-group during the summer with a new air of optimism.

The arrival of Ken Jarvie sparked one of the most successful periods in the club's history.  He tended to do things his own way, which in itself caused some friction and problems.  However he inspired great loyalty from his players, and inspired them as a group to reach heights way beyond expectations.  

Together with joint-manager Dickson Gill, Jarvie led the club to promotion from Division 2 in 1996, finishing runners-up to Canvey Island. Jarvie took sole control of team affairs a few months later, and in the spring of 1999, a new club record was set of 883 minutes without conceding a goal.  More importantly, the foundations had been set for what was to become a memorable Millennium season.

A 19 match unbeaten run (another club record) at the beginning of 2000 saw Croydon storm to their first league title for 34 years, finishing 9 points ahead of Grays Athletic in 2nd place.  In addition, Croydon reached their first cup finals since 1982.  A narrow defeat against Conference side Woking in the Surrey Senior Cup Final, was forgotten about the following night as Croydon beat Purfleet 2-0 to win the Isthmian League Full Members Cup. 

Unfortunately the platform for this success was built on sand. Although superb team spirit ensured Croydon's survival in their first season back in the top flight of the Ryman League, and an appearance in the Ryman League Cup Final, before losing out to Heybridge, the following season was to be a bridge too far.  Budget cuts proved crucial, and the club were relegated to Division 1 South.  Some compensation was gained by winning the London Senior Cup for the first time, defeating Dulwich Hamlet 2-1 in the final at Leyton Orient.  

Jarvie stepped down during the summer of 2002, leaving the Club in as poor a position as he had found it.  Despite the best efforts of all concerned, the Club continued to struggle and was duly relegated to Division Two in April 2005. With finance still a problem, 2005-2006 saw a season of consolidation, Croydon finishing 10th in the last season of Division Two football.

So after 32 seasons Croydon said farewell to the Isthmian League, to start life as a Kent League club.  The Club’s first season was its best since the early years of the Jarvie era.  After a shaky start, Croydon finally finished a very creditable third, only three points behind champions Whitstable Town.  In addition, at long last Croydon had a run in a FA competition, reaching the Third Round of the Vase, losing 0 – 1 to a very late Leamington goal at the Arena.  

However this encouraging start was not maintained in Croydon ‘s second season in the Kent League. 2007-2008 turned out to be a huge disappointment, for a dreadful run after Christmas saw Croydon finish a poor 12th in the table.

2008/2009 saw a number of managerial changes at the Arena. The season started with Dickson Gill combining the Chairman and Manager roles.  However the workload involved with these two jobs became overwhelming, and at the end of August Mark Tompkins was appointed Manager, with Gill continuing as Chairman.  However this arrangement did not work and by the end of October Tompkins had left.  With his departure the running of the team was temporary in the hands of Marcus Alcindor, and David Dei. Ex-Banstead Athletic boss David Leworthy and his Assistant Peter Thomas took charge in early November, but unfortunately Leworthy’s work commitments forced him to resign in January 2009.  The former Holmesdale manager Tony Beckingham then arrived, together with his Assistant Ken Thurgood, and goalkeeping coach Tony Prime. 

 Despite all these changes Croydon had success on the field.  Wins over Haywards Heath Town, Horley Town, Mile Oak and Camberley Town saw Croydon reached the Fourth Round of the Vase, where they were somewhat unfortunate to go out 1 – 2 at Biggleswade Town.  However the highlight of the season was the club’s victory in the Kent League Cup.  In what turned out to be Croydon’s last game as a Kent League club, victory was secured over Erith Town in a penalty shoot-out, following a 1-1 draw, in the Final held at Welling United’s Park View Road ground.

However life is never simple at the Arena.  Just when everybody connected with the Trams were looking for a period of stability, Beckingham and his team upped and left to take over the running of Lingfield in the Sussex County League. Just to complicate matters Croydon’s request to move across the pyramid to the Combined Counties League was granted by the FA.

So season 2009-2010 saw Croydon back to where they first started 50 plus years ago, namely in the Combined Counties League (the successor to the old Surrey Senior League).  Mike Robbins took over the managerial reigns, but despite an encouraging pre-season, including a 1-0 win at VCD Athletic in the Kent League Charity Shield, a poor start to the season proper, coupled with player ill-discipline, saw his dismissal in September.  Back into the firing-line came Chairman Dickson Gill, backed up by his Coach John Domfe, who saw Croydon to final position of sixteenth (out of 22).




	Guildford City - History

	The re-emergence of Guildford City F.C. has been achieved in a relatively short space of time as the club was only founded in 1996. At that time the club was known as AFC Guildford, and it was formed with the sole purpose of bringing Senior football back to the town of Guildford. 

At that time Burpham were playing in the Surrey Premier League when the Mayor of Guildford, in consultation with the Burpham Committee, enquired as to whether the club would be prepared to change its name and move to the Spectrum Leisure Centre in Guildford. The Mayor had been an avid fan of Guildford City F.C. that at one time played in the Southern League, but folded in 1974. 

The only senior club appearing near the town after that were Guildford and Worplesdon, who played in the Combined Counties League in the early eighties, but who also folded after a few years due to ground grading problems.  The Spectrum provided a venue that had the potential for development into Senior football and already had floodlighting, (used for the Athletics arena). Therefore in consultation and agreement with Burpham, AFC Guildford was formed and moved to playing football at the Spectrum Leisure Centre, Guildford. The association with Burpham continued and the two clubs ran under the same banner for several seasons, with AFC Guildford playing in the Surrey Premier League, which eventually became the Surrey Senior League, and then Division One of the Combined Counties League. 

AFC Guildford were crowned champions of Division One at the end of the 2003/04 season and gained their first ever major honour.  On that basis promotion was obtained into the Combined Counties Premier Division, with the first Team negotiating a ground-share with Cranleigh whilst the Spectrum Arena was being upgraded to a standard acceptable for Combined Counties Premier Division football. That work was completed in early November 2004. During that season the club reached the Premier Challenge Cup Final, but were runners up to Merstham.

In 2005 the club changed its name to Guildford United, which does have some local historical significance, as the senior Guildford team during the 1920’s also played under that name. However the club has now acquired the name of Guildford City FC and in doing so has returned the once famous name back into senior football, after an absence of over 30 years.

2007/2008 brought a runner-up finish in the Combined Counties Premier League under Scott Steele and Lloyd Wye. Kevin Rayner, and his assistant Roly Martin, took charge in 2009 and steered City to seventh place in 2009/10. The following season saw an incredible victory at Ryman Premier side Tonbridge Angels in the FA Cup, but better was to come when the side clinched the Combined Counties Premier Division trophy with wins at Ash United and Bookham.




	Club Directory 

	ASH UNITED  Telephone: 01252-320385 - Ground: Shawfields Stadium, Youngs Drive, Shawfields Road, Ash, Aldershot, Hants. GU12 6RE - Colours: Green/Green/Green 

BADSHOT LEA  Telephone: 01483-417520 - Ground: Godalming Town FC Weycourt, Meadrow, Farncombe, Godalming, Surrey. GU7 3JE - Colours: Claret/White/Claret 

BANSTEAD ATHLETIC  Telephone: 01737-350982 - Ground: Banstead Athletic, Merland Rise, Tadworth, Surrey. KT20 5JG - Colours: Amber &Black/Black/Black 

CAMBERLEY TOWN  Telephone: 01276-65392 - Ground: Krooner Park, Wilton Road, Camberley, Surrey. GU15 2QW - Colours: Red & White Stripes/Red & Blue/Red 

CHESSINGTON & HOOK UNITED  Telephone: 01372-745777 - Ground: Chalky Lane, Chessington, Surrey. KT9 2NF - Colours: Blue/Blue/Blue 

COLLIERS WOOD UNITED   Telephone: 0208-942-8062 - Ground: Wibbandune Sports Ground, Lincoln Green, Opposite 199-213, Robin Hood Way, Wimbledon. SW20 0AA - Colours: Blue &Black/Black/Black 

COVE  Telephone: 01252-543615 - Ground: Oak Farm Fields, Squirrels Lane, Cove, Farnborough, Hampshire. GU14 8PB - Colours: Yellow/Black/Yellow 

CROYDON   Telephone: 0208-654-8555 - Ground: Croydon Sports Arena, Albert Road, South Norwood, Surrey. SE25 4QL - Colours: Sky Blue/Sky Blue/Sky Blue 

DORKING  Telephone: 01306-881102 - Ground: Meadowbank, Mill Lane, Dorking, Surrey. RH4 1DX - Colours: Green & White Hoops/Green & White/Green 

EGHAM TOWN  Telephone: 01784-435226 - Ground: The Runnymede Stadium, Wards Place, Egham, Surrey. TW20 8XD - Colours: Red/Red/Red 

EPSOM & EWELL  Telephone: 01737-644046 - Ground: Merstham FC, Weldon Way, Merstham, Surrey. RH1 3QB - Colours: Royal Blue & White Hoops/Royal Blue/Royal Blue & White Hoops 

FARNHAM TOWN  Telephone: 01252-715305 Ground: Memorial Ground, Babbs Mead, West Street, Farnham, Surrey. GU9 7DY Colours: - Claret & Sky Blue/White/Claret & Sky Blue 

GUILDFORD CITY  Telephone: 01483-443322 - Ground: Spectrum Arena, Spectrum Leisure Centre, Parkway, Guildford, Surrey. GU1 1UP - Colours: Red & White Stripes/Red/Red 

HANWORTH VILLA  Telephone: 0208-831-9391 - Ground: Rectory Meadows, Park Road, off Hounslow Road, Hanworth, Middlesex. TW13 6PN - Colours: Red & White/Black/Black 

HORLEY TOWN   Telephone: 01293-822000 - Ground: The New Defence, Court Lodge Road, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RS - Colours: Claret & Sky Blue/Claret/Claret 

MOLE VALLEY SCR   Telephone: 01932-866386 - Ground: Cobham F.C. Leg O'Mutton Field, Anvil Lane, Downside Bridge Road, Cobham, Surrey. KT11 3SY - Colours:Red/Red/Red 

MOLESEY   Telephone: 0208-979-4283 - Ground:412 Walton Road, West Molesey, Surrey KT8 0JG - Colours: White/Black/Black 

RAYNES PARK VALE  Telephone: 020-8540-8843 - Ground: Prince Georges Playing Field, Grand Drive, Raynes Park, London. SW20 9NB - Colours: Yellow/Red/Yellow 

SANDHURST TOWN  Telephone: 01252-878768 - Ground: Bottom Meadow, Memorial Park, Yorktown Road, Sandhurst, Berks. GU47 9BJ - Colours: Red/Black/Black 

SOUTH PARK  Telephone: 01737-245963 - Ground: King George's Field, Whitehall Lane, South Park, Reigate, Surrey. RH2 8LG - Colours: Red/Red/Red 

WEMBLEY  Telephone: 0208-904-8169 - Ground: Vale Farm, Watford Road, Sudbury, Wembley. Middlesex. HA0 3AG - Colours: Red & White/Red/Red 

WINDSOR  Telephone: 01753-860656 - Ground: Stag Meadow, St Leonards Road, Windsor, Berks SL4 3DR - Colours: Red & Green, Red & Green, Red



	Steve Dyke

	
The Premier League is back! The nine-month long soap opera that grips the nation. It has been a phenomenal success from a number of points of view. 

Firstly Sky TV – it is very much the engine of their profits and the centrepiece of their scheduling. If it is ever to be doubted you need only look at what they have on during World Cups and Euro Championships preserved on terrestrial TV – now this is not to disrespect the fine sports of fly fishing and sumo wrestling (though it could be tricky to combine them) but that tends to be what they have on. 

A column in a football programme may not be the best place to lament the pre-eminent place that football has achieved amongst the nations sports, but I’ll try. There are those who are nostalgic for the old days of multi-sport coverage on Grandstand, or World of Sport and at times I’m among them. 

Next year’s Olympics will be the first time in many years we’ve seen some sports on the box. I’ve always enjoyed table tennis playing and watching, although TV coverage is best described as live plimsoll squeaking – but I used to enjoy seeing the various spinning serves and Chinese pen holder grips when it was on. 

It seems by the oversubscription for the tickets - I did not join in – that there is an appetite in this country to see some of these sports or at least to be part of a major event. I tend to go the other way if something is presented as the big thing that you need to be part of. I don’t know how I’ll feel about it when it comes to it next year although locally we all have the option of going to see the cycling road race as it goes between Dorking and Leatherhead. 

The nostalgic within me just wonders what happened to the one sport experts who graced our TV screens. Does Dave Lanning still enjoy a trip to Poland for a bit of ice speedway? Is Kent Walton still a grapple and groan fan? Maybe they’ve both passed on. 

It is quite sad – whatever Frank Bough’s misdemeanours, that Grandstand isn’t still there. This particularly struck me when trying to get the half time scores up in the boardroom last Saturday. The telly there is Sky Free and could I get the blasted red button to work – Could I buffalo! Quarter to four on a Saturday afternoon and all that was on BBC 1 was a film - it’s not right.  

In terms of Sky’s pre-eminent position in the coverage of British Sport it has been an interesting Summer. The unfolding phone hacking scandal at News International and its effects on their bid for BSkyB are one of the stand out news stories of the Summer and I ended up following it quite avidly on the news channels when it was at its height. 

At one point when there were so many resignations and arrests I started having a fantasy that there would be a real shortage of people left to do the punditry on Sky this season…………

Presenter: …. So 2-0 down at the break, do you see any way back for Villa in the second half, Rupert Murdoch?

RM: …… Pause of about 40 seconds and vacant stare then face contorts as it finally
emerges from the mist of confusion ….”NO”

Presenter: ….. “James Murdoch – would you make any changes at half time if you were Alec McLeish?”

JM: ….. “Well I’m very glad you asked me that Mr Farrelly, it would depend upon his knowledge…. His nexus of knowledge if you like, about what or rather who is on the bench. Now I have no direct knowledge about that at this time Sir, other than to say that I am co-operating fully with your enquiry …”

Presenter (getting exasperated) …. “Could have all been so different if Darren Bent had stuck that one away in the first minute, Rupert Murdoch?”         

RM …… Another long confused pause …”I DON’T REMEMBER”

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now the next couple of paragraphs may be rendered totally pointless by a midweek replay in Croydon. Such is the risk of a Sunday /Tuesday combo requiring a joint programme I am sponsoring the game against Guildford tonight even though I won’t be there and may be absent on holiday up north to thank Guildford for their excellent welcome and hospitality for our sponsored walk in March.

They were even good enough to present us with a cheque towards our fundraising effort. On behalf of the Mid Surrey Mencap half of it I want to thank them and confirm we have now spent it. The reason I am on holiday now although it is one of the more interesting parts of the season with cup games galore is we have now finished two weeks of Playscheme, which I have fundraised for and managed. 

The first week of which was for children with general and severe learning disabilities and the second week is called quiet week aimed at children with severe autism and or high activity levels. We even managed to spend the money donated by Guildford in Guildford as last Thursday found us at an autistic friendly screening of Mr Poppers Penguins at the Guildford Odeon. 

An autistic friendly screening has no trailers, no adverts and people could come and go as they pleased if they were having a bit of a moment. The sound was a bit reduced which helps me, because I always find the Cinema a bit loud … It’s like finding yourself standing in slightly the wrong place at Ash United!



	Alan Carter’s Quiz Answers – Quiz 3

	Answers: 

1. Gordon Banks. 

2. Dennis Law from Manchester City to Torino, for £110,000, 1961. 

3. Liverpool, Aston Villa, Charlton Athletic, Northampton Town. 

4. Camberley Town. 

5. Clapton Orient. 

6. Diego Maradona. 

7. 37. 

8. Exeter City. 

9. Lawrie Sanchez.
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	F.A.Cup (sponsored by Budweiser)  –  Extra - Preliminary Round

	Sunday 21st August 2011 - Kick-off 3.00 p.m.

	Epsom and Ewell F.C.

(Royal Blue & White hoops)
	V
	Croydon

(All Orange)

	
	
	

	Adrian Jones
	
	1
	1
	
	Francis Ameyaw

	Paul West
	
	2
	2
	
	Mark Cecil

	Richard Webber
	
	3
	3
	
	Terry Fennessy

	Anthony Panayi
	
	4
	4
	
	James White

	Jamie Summers
	
	5
	5
	
	James Cecil (capt)

	Chris Woodward
	
	6
	6
	
	Jenson Grant

	Ben Hayward
	
	7
	7
	
	Danny Davenport

	Alex McGregor
	
	8
	8
	
	Sam Morgan

	Robbie Burns
	
	9
	9
	
	James Marriott

	Mark Jarman
	
	10
	10
	
	Claudio De Almeida

	Dave Francis
	
	11
	11
	
	Jon Docherty

	Matt Smith
	
	12
	12
	
	Lewes Goddard

	Dan Coles
	
	13
	13
	
	Dammy Bada

	Nathan Ayling
	
	14
	14
	
	David Moores

	Ayden Richards
	
	15
	15
	
	Thomas Ababio

	Dre Grobler
	
	16
	16
	
	Amari Boothe

	Lyndon Buckwell
	MANAGER
	John Fowler

	Glynn Mandeville /Tony Coombe
	ASSISTANT
	Dean Davenport

	Tony Knight
	COACH
	Lloyd Groves, Andrew Tucker

	Ken Jones
	PHYSIO
	

	REFEREE: C.Mallows

	ASSISTANTS: R.Parks, R.Smallwood

	Today’s Match Day sponsor 

is Joe Hagen 

P.G.A. Golf Professional

 07973-264151




	Combined Counties League – Premier Division

	Tuesday 23rd August 2011 - Kick-off 7.45 p.m.

	Epsom and Ewell F.C.

(Royal Blue & White hoops)
	V
	Guildford City

(Red and White Stripes)

	
	
	

	Adrian Jones
	
	1
	1
	
	Antony Hall

	Paul West
	
	2
	2
	
	Elvis Defreitas

	Richard Webber
	
	3
	3
	
	Ben Rayner

	Anthony Panayi
	
	4
	4
	
	Simon Cooper (capt)

	Jamie Summers
	
	5
	5
	
	Jamie Thoroughgood

	Chris Woodward
	
	6
	6
	
	Corey Holder

	Ben Hayward
	
	7
	7
	
	Dan Moody

	Alex McGregor
	
	8
	8
	
	Tony Chaplin

	Robbie Burns
	
	9
	9
	
	Austin Gacheru

	Mark Jarman
	
	10
	10
	
	Jack Guilford

	Dave Francis
	
	11
	11
	
	Joel Hughes

	Matt Smith
	
	12
	12
	
	Cory Knight

	Dan Coles
	
	13
	14
	
	Martin Debrah

	Nathan Ayling
	
	14
	15
	
	Dan Clayton

	Ayden Richards
	
	15
	16
	
	Luke Bradnick

	Dre Grobler
	
	16
	17
	
	Michael Hall

	Lyndon Buckwell
	MANAGER
	Kevin Rayner

	Glynn Mandeville /Tony Coombe
	ASSISTANT
	Roly Martin

	Tony Knight
	COACH
	

	Ken Jones
	PHYSIO
	Harriet Martin

	REFEREE: A.Gray (London)

	ASSISTANTS: J.Lidbetter (Surbiton), M.Ford (Sutton)

	Today’s Match is sponsored by long-serving Supporter and Committee Member Steve Dyke



	OUR NEXT FIRST TEAM MATCH AT MOATSIDE

Epsom and Ewell v Mole Valley SCR
Saturday 27th August - Kick-off 3.00 p.m. 

Combined Counties League – Premier Division
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